South Gosforth First School Mathematics Overview — Reception — 2026-27

Autumn 1

Autumn 2

Summer 1

Summer 1

All About Me

Let’s Celebrate!

Superheroes Assemble

Growing

Amazing Animals

There!

EYFS Statutory Educational Programme:

Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count confidently,
develop a deep understanding of numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers. By providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and
apply this understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and tens frames for organising counting - children will develop a secure base of knowledge and
vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills
across all areas of mathematics including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and
relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes.

Key times of the day

Singing number rhymes

and songs

Counting —during
routines such as lining
up, counting dinner

choices
Subitising within 3
Focus on counting skills

Explore how all
numbers are made of
1s

Focus on composition
of3and 4

Subitise objects and
sounds

Comparison of sets -
‘just by looking” Use the
language of
comparison: more than
and fewer than

Focus on counting skills

Focus on the ‘five-ness
of 5’ using one hand
and the die pattern for
5

Comparison of sets - by
matching

Use the language of
comparison: more than,
fewer than, an equal
number

Explore the concept of
‘whole’ and ‘part’

Focus on the
composition of 3, 4 and
5

Practise object counting
skills

Match numerals to
quantities within 10

Subitise within 5 focusing
on die patterns

Match numerals to
quantities within 5

Counting - focus on
ordinality and the
‘staircase’ pattern

See that each number is
one more than the
previous number

Focuson 5

Focuson 6and 7 as ‘S and
a bit’

Compare sets and use
language of comparison:
more than, fewer than, an
equal number to

Make unequal sets equal

Focus on the ‘staircase’
pattern and ordering
numbers

Focus on ordering of
numbers to 8

Use language of less
than

Focuson 7

Doubles — explore how
some numbers can be
made with 2 equal
parts

Sorting numbers
according to attributes -
odd and even numbers

Counting — larger sets
and things that cannot
be seen

Subitising —to 6,
including in structured
arrangements

Composition—‘5and a
bit’

Composition - of 10

Comparison — linked to
ordinality

Play track games

How many now?
(White Rose — addition
add more, take away)

Even and Odd Sharing
(White Rose)

Review and Assess:
Subitise to 5
Introduce the Rekenrek

Automatic recall of
numbers to 10

Comparison
Number patterns

Counting

This overview is based on the White Rose and Mastering Number for Reception schemes of work and may be adapted by teachers to meet the needs ofthe cohort and the school year.
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Verbal counting beyond
20

Positional language -
where things belong in
the EYFS unit

Patterns

This overview is based on the White Rose and Mastering Number for Reception schemes of work and may be adapted by teachers to meet the needs of the cohort and the school year.

Circles and triangles Compare mass Length and Height

Shapes with 4 sides Compare capacity Time

3D shape

Spatial Reasoning 1 -
match, rotate,
manipulate

Spatial Reasoning 2 -
compose and
decompose shapes

Spatial Reasoning 3 -
visualise and build
shapes

Spatial Reasoning 4 —
position and mapping
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